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Community-living options for people with disabilities are so much better than they were in 1968, says Mun-
ro. “Much better, Ralph,” Terry says. Bob Young photo
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Source NoteS

Ralph Munro is writing letters, Ralph Munro letter, 9-25-1967, accessed through Washington 
State Archives
“everybody was his friend,” Dean Foster to author, 3-17-2018
a mischievous streak, Ralph Munro oral history, authorized transcript, Western Washington 
University Libraries Special Collections, 9-15-2003
a frantic call from his landlord, Munro to author, 1-25-2018
Terry doesn’t talk, is afraid of men, Munro to author 
“and frankly, I cried,” What’s A Kid Worth? Film by G.C. Harper, with Ralph Munro interview 
recorded at KCTS-TV, produced in cooperation with Washington State Department of Social & 
Health Services, 1971. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpzsMMR0oRs
On Christmas morning, Munro to author
Eager to enlist, Munro to author 
“led me through some remarkable years,” Ralph Munro retirement tribute, 12-4-2000, ac-
cessed via TVW video archives. https://www.tvw.org/watch/?eventID=2000121064
“He cared before me,” Munro to author
he and Munro clasped hands, Munro retirement tribute, TVW
After a day of grueling exams, Munro oral history, Western Washington University
“We probably drank too much beer,” Dean Foster to author, 3-17-2018
Foster’s most keen memory of Munro, Foster to author
Munro’s postscript, Munro oral history Western Washington University
The pranks didn’t come to a complete halt, Munro oral history
Munro did his student teaching, Munro oral history
Munro could make $5,000 a year teaching, Munro to author, 1-25-2018 
“I’d say to my buddies,” Munro to author 
Terry looked up and said “bus ride,” Munro to author
Munro didn’t have a personal connection, Munro to author
It started on the afternoon of March 21, 1968, Daniel J. Evans Papers, Daily Schedules, Red 
Book, 1968, Washington State Archives (Box 8)
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“So he kind of knew who I 
was,” DJE Papers, Book Notes, 
Research and Interviews 1963-
2007, Ralph Munro interview 
8/1996 (Box 21)
Munro took him to one bar-
racks, Munro to author, 1-25-
2018
“Well, we’ll never see him 
again,” DJE Papers, Ralph Munro 
interview 8/1996
didn’t even know Evans was 

speaking, Munro to author, 1-25-2018 (Evans’ 1968 daily schedule book in the State Archives 
shows he was scheduled to be at Job Therapy’s banquet at Seattle Center at 6:30 p.m. on 
3-21-1968
“You call my office,” Munro to author, 1-25-2018
“I want you to write a report,” Munro to author 
“It’s known fact,” O.K. Boyington, “Governor Proposing State Agency for Promoting Peo-
ple-to-People Activity,” Bellingham Herald/UPI, 4-28-1968
Munro became a recurring figure, DJE Papers, Speeches 1968 (Box 2)
In June, Evans appointed a committee, “Evans Names Committee to Study Volunteers,” AP, 
Seattle Times, 6-2-1968 
“like sitting on a high voltage power line,” Ralph Munro, Volunteer Program Development in 
Washington State Government, undated letter 
“My job was to go out and convince,” Munro to author, 1-25-2018
Munro produced a brochure, DJE Papers, Speeches 1969, Washington State University, 10-15-
1969 (Box 2) 
“I realized – and it’s so hard to believe,” Munro to author, 1-25-2018
Katie Dolan…was told she was to blame, Susan Schwartzenberg, Becoming Citizens, Family 
Life and the Politics of Disability, University of Washington Press, Seattle, p. 10
Janet Taggert…should be dressed in drab clothing, Becoming Citizens, p. 36
“It was a very dark time,” Sue Elliott interview, 2-18-2018

Ralph Munro with Julie Hale, Paul Wysocki, Jim Dolliver and Char-
lotte Spake. Ralph Munro collection
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A group of Seattle moms, Paul Nyhan, “4 women helped open schools to disabled kids,” Seat-
tle Post-Intelligencer, 4-24-2006
“Ten days later they called me,” Becoming Citizens, p. 13
Dolan came to realize her deep-seated grief, Becoming Citizens
Four …were casually chatting, Northwest Center, It took citizens who cared: How Northwest 
Center Changed the World, Oct. 20, 2016, accessed via https://www.nwcenter.org/our-blog/
it-took-citizens-who-cared-how-northwest-center-changed-the-world
influenced by the Eugenics movement, Becoming Citizens, p. 75
33,000 children with disabilities in Washington were not enrolled, Bill Dussault interview, 
3-27-2018
“They always said our children are uneducable,” Becoming Citizens, p. 75
Dussault focused on the idea that education and civil rights, Becoming Citizens, p. 75
It was more than the usual academic programs, Becoming Citizens, p. 75
They created dossiers on every lawmaker, Becoming Citizens, p. 71
“I bet there were 15 to 20 experts who came into the governor’s office,” Munro interview 
1-25-2018 
The advocates were told it would take several years, It took citizens who cared, Northwest 
Center, 10-20-2006
The team was later invited to Washington, D.C., It took citizens
“How come nobody ever told me this?” It took citizens
“It was a group of four middle-aged women and one young attorney,” Sue Elliott interview, 
2-18-2018
“Look Evans, you’re going to have to sit in a wheelchair,” James. M. Dolliver, An Oral History, 
Washington State Oral History Program, p. 40. 
Evans edged his wheelchair out of the governor’s mansion, “Evans finds wheelchair ‘sobering 
experience,’ ” David Ammons,  AP, 10-5-1972
“Before every legislative session the governor would take us,” Ralph Munro email to author, 
3-15-2018
“Why don’t you talk to Ralph?” Paul Dziedzic interview, 3-8-2018
“Literally to every building and floor with me pushing,” Dziedzic interview
“‘No Way,’ Munro wrote in a memo, Munro memo 4-13-1973
“We desperately need help,” Munro memo 4-12-73
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Munro took the unprecedented step, Munro interview 4-4-2018
“Munro has wheelchairs in the rules room,” Munro
“John had been a football coach…” Munro
The federally-funded group “really weren’t doing much,” Munro interview 1-25-2018
Evans named Meyer to lead, “Handicapped-panel chairman appointed,” Associated Press,  
The Seattle Times, 9-13-1981
The group swelled to 100 people, Dziedzic interview, 3-8-2018
“The disability community got inside state government,” Dziedzic interview 
“People I got to know with disabilities…had their lives together,” Dziedzic interview
“He saw this as a civil rights issue,” Norm Davis interview, 3-23-2018. 
“He was wide open for those stories,” Davis interview 
Munro fought to end the practice, Orca Network, Ralph says goodbye to “Ralph” (J-6), 8-20-
1999, accessed at http://www.orcanetwork.org/Main/index.php?categories_file=Free%20
Lolita%20Update%2016
“He really likes to support people,” Davis interview, 3-23-2018 
“What in the hell, you, dammit,” Munro interview, 1-25-2018
“we have cuts in the sidewalk,” James M. Dolliver, An Oral History, p. 40
The transition was not friendly, Ralph Munro email to author, 3-9-2018 
Munro had two proposals, Munro email. 
Courts wouldn’t consider, Bill Dussault interview, 3-27-2018 
“Guardianships made a big difference,” Davis interview, 3-23-2018.
"I had a lot of ideas," "Munro is retiring with a bipartisan vote of thanks," Joel Connelly,  Seat-
tle Post-Intelligencer 5-1-1999
“We had evenings,” “Munro is retiring”
“I had a lot of ideas,” Joel Connelly, “Munro is retiring with a bipartisan vote of thanks,” Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, 5-1-1999
a relatively small group, Bill Dussault interview, 3-27-2018
“a new voting system,” Ralph Munro interview, 1-25-2018
“That’s right Kellie,” meeting with Terry Sullivan, Ralph Munro and Kellie Derum, 4-4-2018
“He feels empowered and enriched…” meeting with Sullivan et al
“Much better Ralph, much better,” meeting with Sullivan et al 
He remained one in retirement, “Something you didn’t know about Ralph Munro,” George Le 



Masurier, The Olympian, 11-10-2013
“I see people trying to find fulfillment,” “Ralph Munro leaving a career carved in stone,” Ralph 
Thomas, The Seattle Times, 12-29-2000



1968: The Year That Rocked Washington looks back at 1968 and its 

impact on Washington state through the stories of some remarkable 

people who lived through it. On college campuses, the campaign 

trail and evergreen peaks, Washingtonians were spurred to action. 

It was the year when Vietnam, civil rights, women’s liberation and 

conservation coalesced—the year when tragedy led the 6 o’clock 

news with numbing regularity. 1968 changed us in ways still rippling 

through our society a half century later. 1968: The Year That Rocked 

Washington features a collection of online stories and an exhibit at 

the Washington State Capitol in the fall of 2018. Legacy Washington 

documents the activism and aftershocks of a landmark year in world 

history. www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/sixty-eight/


